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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . Claim 3 recites the limitation "said display screen" in claim 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-9 and 27-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Hebel et al. "Hebel" (U.S. 6,073,177). 



Hebel teaches claims: 

1 . A communication system comprising: 

a server device (13) comprising a database (13a) and client software (11; also see 
col. 3, lines 45-58), said database comprising information and said client software 
comprising instructions for performing a data synchronization compliant with said server 
(col.8, lines 10-34, "Data Synchronization"; fig.6B, 6C); and 
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a first client device for performing data processing functions, said first client device for 
establishing a communication link with said server, for receiving a copy of said client 
software from said server in response to said communication link being established 
(coi.4, lines 37-65, "Establishing a connection"; col.5, lines 15-34, "TCP/IP Two-way 
Connectivity"), and for using the copy of said client software to perform the data 
synchronization with said server to obtain a portion of said information wherein: 

as a result of performing the data synchronization, the portion of the information 
on the first client device and in the database of the server are up-to-date. (col. 7, line 13- 
col.8, line 34) 

2. A communication system as described in Claim 1 wherein said first client device is 
also for erasing said client software after said data synchronization is performed. (See 
"Data Synchronization") 

3. A communication system as described in Claim 1 wherein said first client device 
comprises a display screen and wherein said first client device is also for displaying said 
portion of said information on said display screen. (See "Table 14"; "Exception message 
string which the client will display to the user") 

4. wherein said first device is also for erasing said portion of said information on the first 
client device, (it inherent that the portion of information being erased after data 
synchronization; See "Data Synchronization") 
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5. wherein said data synchronization comprises a query command, (col .4, lines 53-64) 

6. A second client device for performing data processing functions, said second client 
device for establishing a communication link with said server, for receiving a second 
copy of said client software from said server in response to said communication link 
being established between said second client device and said server, and for using said 
second copy of said client software to perform a second data synchronization with said 
server to obtain a second portion of said information, wherein: 

as a result of performing the second data synchronization, the second portion of 
the information on the second client device and in the database of the server are up-to- 
date. (seefig.2, client 11-1, 11-2, 11-3, and 11-4) 

7. wherein said second client device is also for erasing said second copy of said client 
software after said second data synchronization is performed with said second client 
device, (it inherent that the portion of information being erased/deleted after data 
synchronization; See also "Data Synchronization") 

8. A communication system as described in Claim 6 wherein said second client device 
comprises a display screen and wherein said second client device is also for displaying 
said second portion of said information on said display screen. (See "Table 14"; 
"Exception message string which the client will display to the user") 
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9. A communication system as described in Claim 1 wherein said first client device is a 
portable computer system and wherein said server is a web server, (it is inherent that 
the client device being a portable computer and the server being a web server) 

27. A method comprising: maintaining, by a first device, a database and client software, 
the database comprising information and the client software comprising instructions for 
performing a data synchronization compliant with the first device; establishing a 
communication link between a second device and the first device; receiving a copy of 
the client software at the second device from the first device in response to the 
communication link being established; and using the copy of the client software at the 
second device to perform the data synchronization with the first device to obtain a 
portion of the information, wherein: as a result of performing the data synchronization, 
the portion of the information on the second device and in the database of the first 
device are up-to-date. (Claims 27-39 are similarly rejected as in claims 1-9) 

28. The method of claim 27, further comprising: deleting the copy of the client software 
after performing the data synchronization. (Claims 27-39 are similarly rejected as in 
claims 1-9) 

29. The method of claim 27, further comprising: displaying the portion of the information 
on a display screen of the second device. (Claims 27-39 are similarly rejected as in 
claims 1-9) 



Application/Control Number: 09/826,733 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2143 

30. The method of claim 27, wherein using the copy of the client software at the 
second device to perform the data synchronization with the first device to obtain a 
portion of the information further comprises: executing a query command to obtain a 
copy of a document. (Claims 27-39 are similarly rejected as in claims 1-9) 

31 . The method of claim 27, further comprising: establishing a communication link 
between a third device and the first device; receiving a second copy of the client 
software at the third device to perform a second data synchronization with the first 
device; using the second copy of the client software at the third device to perform the 
second data synchronization with the first device to obtain a second portion of the 
information, wherein: as a result of performing the second data synchronization, the 
second portion of the information on the third device and in the database of the first 
device are up-to-date. (Claims 27-39 are similarly rejected as in claims 1-9) 

32. The method of claim 31 , further comprising: deleting the second copy of the client 
software after performing the second data synchronization. (Claims 27-39 are similarly 
rejected as in claims 1-9) 

33. The method of claim 27, wherein the first device is a server device and the second 
device is a portable processing device. (Claims 27-39 are similarly rejected as in claims 
1-9) 
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34. A medium having recorded thereon a plurality of instructions for at least one 
processor, the medium comprising: instructions for establishing a communication link 
with a device; instructions for downloading a copy of client software from a database to 
the device in response to the communication link being established, the copy of the 
client software including instructions for performing a data synchronization; instructions 
for responding to communications from the device when the device is executing the 
instructions to perform the data synchronization to obtain a portion of information from 
the database, wherein: as a result of executing the data synchronization, the portion of 
the information on the device and in the database are up-to-date. (Claims 27-39 are 
similarly rejected as in claims 1-9) 

35. The medium of claim 34, further comprising: instructions for deleting the copy of the 
client software after performing the data synchronization. (Claims 27-39 are similarly 
rejected as in claims 1-9) 

36. The medium of claim 34, further comprising: displaying the portion of the information 
on a display screen of the device. (Claims 27-39 are similarly rejected as in claims 1-9) 

37. The medium of claim 34, wherein the instructions for executing a data 
synchronization further comprises: a query command to obtain a copy of a document. 
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38. The medium of claim 34, further comprising: instructions for establishing a 
communication link with a second device; instructions for downloading a second copy of 
the client software to the second device in response to the communication link being 
established with the second device, the second copy of the client software including 
instructions for performing a data synchronization; instructions for responding to 
communications from the second device when the second device is executing the 
instructions to perform a second data synchronization to obtain a second portion of 
information from the database, wherein: as a result of executing the second data 
synchronization, the second portion of the information on the second device and in the 
database are up-to-date, (col .7, line 13-col.8, line 34) 

39. The medium of claim 38, further comprising: instructions for deleting the second 
copy of the client software after performing the second data synchronization to obtain 
the second portion of the information from the database, (it inherent that the portion of 
information being erased/deleted after data synchronization; See also "Data 
Synchronization") 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 10 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hebel in view of Carini (U.S. 6,636,873). 

Hebel teaches the invention substantially as claimed, but fails to teach wherein said first 
client device is a wireless telephone device. Carini, however, discloses a computer 
system for synchronizing devices wherein the devices are web-enabled phones, i.e. 
wireless telephones, and personal digital assistants (PDA's) [Carini - Fig.4, col. 3, lines 
8-1 1 and lines 8-1 1 and lines 24-30 and col.5, lines 9-16) Both Hebel and Carini 
teaches systems for synchronizing various computers with information from other 
computers. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to incorporate the various mobile devices, 
including web-enabled phones, i.e. wireless telephones, and PDA's,a as taught by 
Carini into the invention of Hebel, in order to allow potentially geographically 
disseminated and disconnected users to synchronize the data stored on their mobile 
devices (Carini - col .2, lines 58-62) 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 and 27-40 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

i 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey C. Pwu whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6798. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. ' 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




